Service of Word and Sacrament

Grace United Church of Christ

December 30, 2012      (First Sunday in Christmas)          11:00 AM 

* = Please stand, if you are able.

GATHERING MUSIC/ WORDS OF WELCOME/PRELUDE/CALL TO WORSHIP

(OV=One Voice; MV=Many Voices; AV=All Voices)*

OV: 

MV: 

OV: 

MV: 
OV:  

MV: 

OV: 

MV: 

AV: We gather with you Immanuel.  Let us worship God.


HYMN*  Adestes Fideles (O Come, All You Faithful)   (#135)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION*                (St. Francis of Assisi)

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND PASSING THE PEACE*

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                        (#116: vv. 1, 2, 7)

CHILDREN'S CHAT/ SEEING GOD THIS WEEK

(Sharing about where, when, how, in whom we experienced or saw God this week.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

SCRIPTURE:                      Matthew 2: 1-12      
HYMN*                      O Little Town of Bethlehem         (#133)

MEDITATION:                             Joy     

OFFERING/ DOXOLOGY*

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow…Praise God All Creatures Here Below…Praise God Above Ye Heavenly Host…Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION*

GATHERING AT THE TABLE OF OUR LORD

Invitation and Prayer; Words of Institution; Receiving the Bread and the Cup (intinction; wine in the gold chalice; grape juice in the clay chalice; those in the back come forward first); 

(Taize)

O Christe Domine Jesu…

O Christe Domine Jesu…

Prayer

HYMN*                Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing         (#144)                               

BENEDICTION*

POSTLUDE

(Welcome one and all: “no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  Please join us for refreshments and fellowship following worship.)
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Advent IV: JOY

ALL:  Dear God, so many people need your healing, need your hope, and need your feeling of joy.  In this season of giving, and on every day of the year, help us to say and do those things that will help bring Christ’s compassion and caring to all.  Show us ways to bring and to feel joy.  Amen.

Ways to Cultivate Joy:

· Keep a gratitude journal. (Worship?).

· Reflect on activities that have brought joy in the past. (Worship?)
Watch children or animals to see how easily they find joy (Worship?).
· Be out in nature. (Seeker?) 
· Laughter. (Worship?)
· Movement. (Seeker?)
· Change your environment. (Seeker?)
· Watch what you put into your body.  (Worship?)
· Take time for you.  (Worship?)
· Engage the healing process.  (Worship?)
· Adjust the quality of your relationships.  (Seeker?)
· Celebrate your accomplishments.  (Worship?)
· Practice random acts of kindness. (Seeker?)
· Cultivate a spiritual practice.  (Worship and Seeker?)
· Volunteer.  (Seeker?)
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Announcements:
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· Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent.

· Bible Study- Wed. at 7 p.m. at the church office; Journey Through the Bible (Luke).

· Wed. morning Bible study at 10 am.; Garden State Salad at 32 Main St. in Flemington; The Underground Church by Robin Meyers.

· We now have 26 people on the prayer and support e-mail chain!

· Christmas Eve worship; 7:30 pm.

· Epiphany Party (Dan and Mary Kate’s); Sunday, Jan. 6, 4 pm.
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Rev. Dan Lundquist 

Dorothy Fine (Pianist)

Open and Affirming

Meeting Address: 43 Park Ave., Flemington, NJ  08822

Mailing Address: 18 Court St., Flemington, NJ  08822

Grace UCC web site: www.graceuccnj.org

Phone: 908-237-2025; e-mail: gracehappensucc@aol.com

United Church of Christ web site: www.ucc.org

� http://wholelivingtoday.com/blog/2010/01/29/cultivating-joy/





